AT   LUNCHEON
hold Roumania in check; if necessary, it could be represented as a measure taken in defence of the Treaty of Bucharest. A diplomatic victory, the Central Powers put in the shade, Aehrenthal's glory of 1909 extinguished. But supposing Germany mobilised, too? Then Russia would be the aggrieved party. France would have a casus belli that she could proclaim to all the world; there were no limits to the possibilities which might arise if one could make sure of England. Then the ultimate goal, the Dardanelles, would be within sight!
This same morning his Ambassador to Paris, who had arrived with Poincare but had stopped on in Petersburg, had expounded this to him with rapier-like energy. It was Isvolski's dream.
At the luncheon-table the Frenchman and the Russian exert themselves, for different reasons but with equal passion, to get the Englishman to speak. 'If he once declares his hand,' thinks the Frenchman, 'we shall start this war with assurance of victory!' 'If he declares for us before all the world,' thinks the Russian, 'either the Triple Alliance will draw back, or we shall win!' The Frenchman thinks of war; the Russian, like the Serb, wants to leave two ways open ; the bloodless path seems to him on the whole better for the present.
All three agree at table on two points: Vienna is mad and Berlin is behind it. Pale"ologue's report reproduces the main points of this conversation :
The Frenchman: "We shall do what is necessary. The Tsar and our President promised each other only yesterday to act firmly and resolutely"
The Russian: "But suppose that policy is bound to lead to
The Frenchman: "It will lead to war only if the Germanic Powers have already made up their minds to resort to force"
The Englishman: "/ assume that my Government will desire to remain neutra^ and I am therefore apprehensive that France and Russia will be crushed by the Triple Alliance."
A pause. The host of the house and the host of the
73 pressure on Austria to save Serbia after Austria had won her opening victories. He knew that the partial mobilisation would
